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THE LEEDS TEACHING HOSPITALS NHS TRUST
BOARD MEETING - 6 JULY 2006
POLICY FOR THE POSITIVE IDENTIFICATION OF PATIENTS
1. 
SUMMARY
	The policy aims to assist all staff to positively and safely identify patients while taking account of key principles relating to privacy and confidentiality.
The policy identifies the personal responsibility of all staff in ensuring that patients are positively identified. 
The policy confirms which patients must wear an identification bracelet for the duration of their stay within LTHT.

The policy confirms the process to be followed if a patient refuses to wear an identification bracelet.

The policy also confirms the requirement for effective communication, care planning and comprehensive documentation. 


2. BACKGROUND   

	The previous Trust policy relating to the positive identification of patients was approved in September 2004. Following new guidance issued by the National Patient Safety Agency (NPSA), the Trust policy has been reviewed and where necessary updated to ensure it takes into account the latest guidance and reflects best practice as outlined by the NPSA. The revised policy also fulfils the agreed Trust template for policy format. 


3. SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES AND REQUIRED ACTION

	· Following receipt of updated guidance from the NPSA the Trust policy has been reviewed to ensure it takes into account the latest guidance and reflects best practice. The amended policy meets these aims. 

· Board members are asked to approve this updated policy.
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